
 

Olson raced before becoming the starter. 

After a racing accident and struggling to finance his own car as an 

independent racer, Olson stopped racing and began working for the 

Speedway, first as a corner man, then assistant starter, and then 

the official starter.  It is estimated that he flagged over 9,000 races. 

 

There were a lot of exciting times at the track, and Olson is 

remembered for lining up the cars at track level and providing 

some action during the shows.  Once he had to black flag two 

drivers who had ignored other flags.  After finally getting them 

stopped at the finish line, driver Johnny Rothwell jumped out of his 

car, grabbed a broom, jumped on the hood of the other car, 

belonging to Jim MacMillan, and starting hitting it with the broom.  

The crowd went wild. 

 

After years away from the track, Olson was moved by meeting 

people who had memories of the track and hearing about those 

involved that had passed on, and he realized that the history of the 

Speedway needed to be preserved.  He joined the Langley 

Speedway Historical Society in 2006 and has attended and 

organized events ever since as a way to keep the story alive. 

 

Olson was inducted into the Greater Vancouver Motorsport 

Pioneers Society’s Hall of Fame in 2011. 

(Left) As BCTRA Rookie of the Year, 1968. 

Larry Olson Collection 

As Langley Speedway’s official starter from 1969 until 1977, 

Larry Olson might be remembered as “the man with the flag.”  

But his association with racing goes back further than that. 

 

Olson began his motorsport career racing with the Victoria Rim 

Racing Club at the age of 18.  He moved to the Lower Mainland 

in the mid-1960s and became part of John Bettles’ stock car pit 

crew at the Langley Speedway in 1967.  By 1968 he was racing 

his own car, and on June 20, 1968, he won both the Early-Late A 

and B Mains.  He was named the B.C. Track Racing Association’s 

Rookie of the Year.   

Larry Olson with his car, #117, 1968. 
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(Right) Calling the shots. 


