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What is the Neighbourhood
Forest?

Spaces for Trees and
Tree Stands

A neighbourhood forest includes all of the
publicly and privately-owned trees and
supporting vegetation in an urban area.
This includes individual trees and groups
of trees located in natural areas, parks,
backyards, on streets, and in commercial
and industrial zones. Other elements such
as plants, water, soil, micro-organisms, and
wildlife are also part of this neighbourhood
forest system. Each of these elements,
in addition to people and the built
environment, have an influence on the
health of the neighbourhood forest. Tree
canopy cover, defined as land covered by
tree crowns as viewed from above, is how
we measure the many benefits provided by
the neighbourhood forest.

Benefits from Trees

What is Neighbourhood
Forestry?
Neighbourhood forestry is defined as
“a planned and programmatic approach
of the growth and maintenance of the
neighbourhood forest, including all
elements of green infrastructure within the
community, in an effort to optimize the
resulting benefits in social, environmental,
public health, economic, and aesthetic
terms, especially when resulting from a
community visioning and goal-setting
process.” (Schwab, James C.: “Planning
the Urban Forest: Ecology, Economy and
Community Development”)

What is the role of the Neighbourhood Forest?
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Canopy of a Tree

Health and well-being: Trees clean the air by capturing particulates and

through the adsorption of other pollutants. Research also supports that trees
and associated greenspaces provide a broad range of benefits including
reduced stress, improved attention span, faster recovery from surgery,
higher levels of physical activity and community connectivity, and important
contributions toward neighbourhood character.
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Environmental health: The neighbourhood forest provides habitat and
contributes to neighbourhood ecosystems and biodiversity. Trees and
vegetation intercept and clean stormwater before it reaches surface
waterbodies and groundwater.
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Energy savings: Trees, and other green infrastructure, when strategically
placed can provide savings on heating and cooling costs for buildings.

4

Comfort/shade/microclimate: Trees provide comfort by moderating the
climate at street level. Trees provide shade and evapo-transpirative cooling
that gives people relief on hot summer days.
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The Status of the Brookswood-Fernridge Neighbourhood Forest
Canopy cover in the Township of Langley

By Community
Aldergrove
Brookswood / Fernridge
Fort Langley
Gloucester
Murrayville
Northeast Langley
Walnut Grove
Willoughby
Willowbrook
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16%
36.6%
22.3%
23%
15.4%
21%
22.4%
29.6%
8.1%

Canopy cover in Brookswood-Fernridge

By Neighbourhood
Developed Area
Booth
Fernridge
Rinn
Glenwood
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=
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30.1%
43.9%
43.9%
46.4%
26%

Canopy cover by watershed

By Watershed
Anderson Creek
Little Campbell River
Murray Creek
Pleasantdale Creek
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=

30.%
38.8%
30.3%
26%

Overall tree count

Tree Count
• Brookswood Fernridge = approximately 60,000 trees
• Estimated using tree canopy polygons within the
Brookswood-Fernridge community
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Emerging Policy Directions
1. Apply a cluster conservation development approach (See Street &
Block Patterns Presentation Panels) that incorporates the following
key design aspects, which contribute to nature conservation and
neighbourhood forestry:
3 Nature conservation areas that include the retention, restoration and
enhancement of trees and other plantings that support biodiversity
and ecological health, and contribute to neighbourhood character
3 Trees, along with other plantings, along the streetscape, pedestrian
routes, other public accessible spaces
3 On-site additional tree opportunities (e.g., lot/site permitters,
between buildings, front, back and side yards)
2. Require development applications to prepare a detailed nature
conservation and neighbourhood forestry assessment, prepared
by a Qualified Environmental Professional (QEP), such as a registered
biologist, arborist and/or landscape architect, that identifies and outlines
the rationale for the proposed nature conservation location(s), initial and
long-term restoration and enhancement for the purposes of ecological
services, biodiversity and neighbourhood character, as well as guidance
for maintenance and stewardship.
3. Outline nature conservation and neighbourhood forestry
requirements that delineate the size, composition, and configuration of
nature conservation and neighbourhood forestry spaces that have visual
and physical public access. For nature conservation ‘hubs” specifically,
delineate a percentage of land area that indicates how much space each
development (equity model) must, at a minimum, identify for nature
conservation purposes
4. Foster the preservation of nature conservation spaces and
neighbourhood forestry through the clustering of development with
the application of some smaller-lot single family and other charactercompatible, space efficient housing forms.
5. Prepare new zoning schedules for the Township of Langley Zoning
Bylaw, in addition to the neighbourhood plan policy, Engineering
Services Plan, and Streetscape + Public Realm ‘Kit of Parts’, to facilitate
effective plan implementation.
6. Ensure that new developments integrate adaptation and mitigation
of climate change through energy conservation measures and
reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Street and block
patterns have a role to play in reducing energy use and reducing
GHGs, including facilitating the use of passive and local renewable
energy infrastructure, along with active forms of transportation,
in the development of an energy efficient, resilient, low carbon
neighbourhoods.

