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First Home - 1890
Schoolhouses were not the first buildings to appear
in the community. More important to the settlers were
their houses, barns and fences. The settlers shared tools,
supplies and skills. They worked together to build a
community. Once the community began to develop,
they could find the energy and time to build a
schoolhouse to benefit everyone.
This house would be typical of what your family
would have lived in during the early years in the
Langley area. Although these cabins were tiny, they
were home for entire families - grandparents as well.
This pioneer family is wearing their best clothes because
it was a special event to have your picture taken.

First Home - 1890

Family Portrait

Family Portrait
The typical valley family would be two parents in
their late 20’s with four to seven children. Before there
were schools, children were taught at home, after all the
chores were done. In this photograph you can see the
Union Jack and Canadian Red Ensign flags. Today’s red
maple leaf flag was approved in 1965.

Lochiel Schoolhouse - 1890
(Illustration by Gloria Miller)

Lochiel Schoolhouse - 1890
When BC became a Province of Canada, it became
possible to establish local schools anywhere, as long as
there were no less than eight potential pupils. A group
of settlers would call a meeting, elect three school
trustees, and notify Victoria for approval. The
government paid the teacher but the school board
provided the school and the equipment.
Langley's first school was Langley Prairie (1870).
Lochiel was built in 1889 on an acre of land donated by
the pioneer Biggar family on 16th Avenue. It was first
named Biggar Prairie School, but the name was changed
after bitter debating between the school trustees, the
Biggars and the Camerons. The Camerons won out as
Lochiel is named after the head of the Cameron clan in
Scotland.

School Picnic

School Picnic
Everyone is dressed up for the school picnic at
Langley Prairie School in 1895. Traditionally, it was held
on the last day of June. Everyone brought a picnic
lunch, and the afternoon was devoted to games and
races. Sack races, three-legged, egg-in-spoon,
wheelbarrow, and push the peanut with your nose,
would be the kind of race you would be in those years.
Do you have the same kind of races today?

Lochiel School Group - 1900

Lochiel School Group - 1900
Early schools usually had one room, which held a
blackboard, desks, a few texts and a pot belly stove.
Pupils in this class ranged from six to sixteen, but
sometimes they would be even older, as much school
was missed while children helped their parents clear the
land and grow produce. Brothers and sisters were
taught together. Students had no notebooks - but used
slates and slate pencils instead. (You will have the
chance to do the same!) How does your class picture
differ?

School Group in 1900
- perhaps May Day

How do you think you would have got to
school?
“...school was three and a half miles away. There was no drainage, and
as soon as the rain came, the land was flooded. A little extra rain or a
little snowfall and it was over the road. When we got down to the edge
of the water, which was anything from an inch deep up to about a foot,
we took off our shoes and stockings, rolled up our pants’ legs high
enough, and waded through for a mile. In the wintertime, of course, the
water was real cold. When we got to the other side, we put our shoes
and stockings on, and beat it along the rest of the way to school...I don’t
think any of us ever caught a cold that I know of - not what I would call
a real cold.”
- Albert Drinkwater, Langley and South Surrey
“We had a little buckskin pony, and first of all my two sisters rode him.
If you fell off, he’d stop and wait until you got on. There were quite a
lot of bear in the country at that time. You would see a bear almost any
time you wanted to, but horses don't like bears. They can smell them, I
don't know how far. Many a time he'd start down the road, and within
half a mile, he'd just turn around and come home. You couldn't do
anything about it. He'd seen a bear...”
- Clark Brannick, Chilliwack pioneer

School in Fort Langley - 1910

“I think I was about 12 years old when we got the school built, and I
went to school for the first two years. Then they kept me home to
work on the roads, and I went to school in the wintertime. But I got
so far behind I couldn't get anywhere. I went two winters and then
I quit altogether.”
- Ira Biggar, Langley pioneer

Glenwood School Group - 1913

Glenwood School Group - 1913
All the children would be taught in one room. The
teacher had to prepare many different lessons, and would
count on the older students to help the little ones.
“I think we had desks with proper seats, and a place under
the desk, a shelf, where we put our books and our little bottle
of water for wetting the slate rag; and if we didn’t have any
water, we would just use spit - spit on the slate cloth. And
they would get horribly black and dirty; but we would still
use them to wipe off our slate and do something else. We had
big slates and smaller slates for the little people. And the
noise of the scratching on those slates! There would be a bit
of hard something in that pencil and sometimes it would
screech at a high pitch. But the teacher would go on teaching,
although sometimes we would get called down for it.
Nowadays scribblers with lead pencils are so quiet you don’t
hear anything.”
- Nellie Patriquin, Chilliwack pioneer

Langley Prairie School - 1917

Langley Prairie School - 1917
Huge windows were supposed to be designed to let in as
much light as possible from the best angle. These windows
were the only source of light in many rural schools until after
the Second World War. Many teachers recall winter
afternoons when they gave up trying to work in the dusky
light, and gathered the children around the stove to read to
them. School hours changed in the winter from 9:00am3:30pm to 9:30am-3:00pm because of the failing light.
A cast iron heater was used to heat the school, and
sometimes the children were required to take wood from
home. In the winter, the stove was used to dry out mittens,
socks and hats, and many old-timers visiting Lochiel School
often recall the smell of wet wool pervading the classroom.
During cold winters, even with the heater going “full blast,”
overcoats had to stay on.

Junior Room - Otter School (1927-29)

As the number of children increased in the Valley, so did
the numbers of schools and the size of the classes. All
the children in this slide are in the same grade. How
does this classroom differ from yours?

Lochiel Schoolhouse - 1924
(Illustration by Gloria Miller)

Lochiel Schoolhouse - 1924
“I recall my first day at school recording the names of
children. There was one child with red hair in perfect
shoulder length ringlets tied with a ribbon. I asked,
‘And what is this little girl’s name?’ There was laughter
throughout the class and the older brother explained,
‘She isn’t a girl, she’s a boy!’ There were 23 pupils the
first year, and 26 the next.”
- Edith Fuller, teacher at Lochiel in 1924

Lochiel Schoolhouse - 1941-42

Lochiel Schoolhouse - 1941-42
“When the logging families moved in 1924, the school
was closed. A school bus took the Lochiel School
children to Murrayville. It was a Model T Ford cattle
truck.”
- Bill Hyndman, pupil at Lochiel School
“This truck had a canvas top and open back with
benches inside. During the day it was used to haul cattle
or whatever. Being one of the older pupils, I had to sit at
the back to make sure the younger ones didn’t fall out.”
- David Sorley, pupil at Lochiel School

Lochiel Schoolhouse - 1941-42

Lochiel Schoolhouse - 1941-42
After a sixteen year abandonment, during which
time pupils in the Lochiel area (224th and 16th Avenue)
were bussed (wagonned?) to Murrayville, the school was
reopened. There were about 40 pupils from grades one
to six. Their teacher was Pamela van der Hoop (now
Mrs. Graham) who took this picture as well as the one
before it and the next one.
The school now had a large wood stove at the rear
for heat and a large woodshed full of cordwood. There
was a dug well and a three gallon water tank in the
cloakroom with a tap on it.

Lochiel Schoolhouse - 1941-42

Lochiel Schoolhouse - 1941-42
“Our families were very poor, extremely so by today’s standards. A
lot of us lived in small, tar-papered shells of cabins with coal oil
lamps. Bath night was Saturday night in a square tub in the middle
of the kitchen. A new pair of gum boots was a real event and we
tried very had to keep them looking new. Running shoes were
about a dollar, so many of us wore them until our toes stuck out.
But we could walk or ride to Blaine and go to a movie and get a
huge chocolate bar for 15¢.”
“The sad things we try to forget, I guess. But I have great difficulty
forgetting some things. Some children had lunches that were so
poor that they ran off to the bush to eat so the other kids wouldn’t
tease them. Others had to get up at 4:30am to milk the cows before
they went to school, so often they would fall asleep and tumble out
of their desks, and of course, everyone hooted with laughter. And
some were beaten terribly by their dads who themselves had been
beaten and so knew no better.”
- Ken Robinson, pupil of Pamela Graham’s (1940’s)

Lochiel Schoolhouse - 1987

Lochiel Schoolhouse - 1987
In 1987, Pamela Graham, who was living in North
Vancouver, was driving through Langley and spotted a
lonely, ramshackle old building. She couldn’t believe it
was the same school house that she had taught in 45
years before. She contacted the Langley Heritage
Society, and interested them in restoring the abandoned
school building. That is Mrs. Graham in the photograph.

Lochiel Schoolhouse moved to Campbell
Valley Park

Lochiel Schoolhouse moved to
Campbell Valley Park
The Langley Heritage Society, in cooperation with
the Greater Vancouver Regional District, moved the old
school house about three miles to Campbell Valley Park.
When local residents saw the old “shack” obstructing
and spoiling their view of the park, they successfully
petitioned to have it moved yet again, where it is today,
partially hidden by tall tress.

Lochiel Schoolhouse today

Lochiel Schoolhouse today
After two years of scraping, replacing, searching for
old desks, and painting by the Heritage Society, headed
then by Ken Robinson who was a former Lochiel
student, the school house was finally restored to look
exactly the way it did in 1924. Old photographs and
memories helped to make the restoration authentic.
And here it is - almost finished - and the school
house you will be going to visit on your field trip.

