
 

Action Raceway and the battle for a lease 

In 1969, owner Craig Frazer sold the Speedway property to the Greater Vancouver 

Regional District (GVRD) but obtained a ten year lease for the track.  The GVRD opened 

Campbell Valley Park adjacent to the track in 1975, and a year later Frazer decided to 

sublet the last three years of the lease to Gordon Hemrich.  Hemrich had raced cars 

since 1958 and between 1966 and 1977 he had won at least 60 main events in Langley.  

He was the perennial points champion in super stock class during the early 1970s.   

 

Before the expiry of the lease, debates ensued.  In September 1979, the GVRD Parks 

Committee tabled a 28-page technical report on the track, citing noise as a big concern.  

It stated that “a stock car race track is not compatible with a nature preserve.”  It also 

noted that the local economy benefited to the tune of approximately $135,000 annually.  

The report presented four options: 

            1. maintain full operations on a three year renewable lease 

            2. maintain operations, but with 10 race events a year  

              (down from 23)               

            3. terminate all racing at the end of the 1979 season 

            4. allow a single three year lease to allow track operators  

                the time to raise the money to relocate.   

 

At an October 1979 meeting at the Langley Civic Centre, many people came out in 

support of auto racing.  For some, however, it was a case of “not in my back yard.”  They 

weren’t opposed to auto racing as long as it happened elsewhere.  Action Raceway 

Publicity Manager Fred Rannerd stated that working on a year-to-year basis was not 

sustainable, noting that they would not be able to break even with only 10 races per 

year as opposed to the previous 23.  When Langley City Alderman Merv Hunter pointed 

out that the lease was being violated through noise levels in excess of 100 decibels, 

owner Gordon Hemrich proposed enforced muffler regulations and toning down the P.A. 

system.  Langley naturalist Adeline Nichol was booed when she suggested that park 

lands are for nature first, people second.   

 

By mid-month the GVRD voted to grant a three year lease to the race track with the 

understanding that noise levels be reduced, no more than eleven race events and five 

practices would be held each year, and another location needed to be found by the end 

of the lease.  Langley Township council were critical of the GVRD’s decision; Alderman 

Bill Blair stated that “council has been mistakenly under the impression the track would 

be out of there at the end of this year,” and noted that he felt like both the GVRD and 

Township Council had misled Langley residents.    

 

Unfortunately the Speedway did not turn out to be as successful an endeavour as 

Hemrich had hoped, and operating costs and the uncertainty of future lease renewals led 

him to step away at the original lease’s end in 1979.  The Lower Mainland Oval Racing 

Association (LMORA) assumed operations under the lease, renaming the track Action 

Raceway. 

With LMORA’s three year lease almost over in May 1982, the GVRD board voted 37-29 

against extending the Raceway’s lease beyond the 1982 season.  However, in November 

the GVRD Parks Board members changed their mind and granted another one year lease 

to Action Raceway for 1983, with hopes that the extension would give track officials 

enough time to find a new location.  Some board members thought Action Raceway’s 

owners had put little effort into finding another location during the prior three years, but 

in the last year other locations were being looked at and the only other suitable place 

considered was Aldergrove Lake Park.  Mayor Blair himself voted against the racing lease 

because of the sentiments of his council, but noted that racing was an asset to the 

tourism industry as it attracted thousands of spectators, and that the Campbell Valley 

location was ideal because of its naturally bowl-shaped amphitheatre. 

 

In early 1984, opponents of building a track at Aldergrove Lake Park became increasingly 

vocal, claiming that a racetrack would promote illicit sex, drug abuse, drunkenness, 

vandalism, and violence, while those in favour continued to uphold it as family-oriented 

recreation.  A new GVRD report stated that there were three alternatives to building a 

complex at Aldergrove Lake Regional Park.  One of these included requesting the 

province resolve the Mission Raceway problem and accommodate oval track racing and 

some other minor motorsports there, and reassess the decision to close Westwood.  This 

option would have extended the Action Raceway lease for one more year, if a 

replacement site could be readied for the 1985 season.  Langley City Alderman Andy 

Milne commented that the Parks Board felt an obligation to the track because it had pre-

dated the park.  The option that extended the lease was chosen in a decision made on 

February 29, 1984, which pleased the Aldergrove Lake Park supporters and the racers.  

The lease for 1984 bought them a little more time. 

 

In December 1984, the GVRD’s Board of Directors reaffirmed its decision to end racing at 

the track and not grant another lease for the 1985 racing year.  They stated and held 

firm that the 1984 extension was the last, and stood by this.  Dave Balkwill of LMORA 

argued that the provincial government was working to find a multi-purpose Lower 

Mainland auto racing complex, planned for after Expo ’86, and that the track should 

remain open until then.  But there was insistence from opponents that pressure on the 

province to find a new track would not be felt if Action Raceway continued  operating.   
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(Above and right) At 

Action Raceway in the 

early 1980s. 

(Left) Ad from The Langley 

Advance newspaper, 4 June 1980.  

(Above and below) At Action 

Raceway in the early 1980s. 

At Action Raceway in the early 1980s. At Action Raceway in the early 1980s. 


