
 

Speedway owner Craig Frazer was introduced to Eddie Lamoureux by the 

White Spot’s Nat Bailey, and a contract for food, programs, and novelties was 

signed.  Lamoureux had worked in concessions in Montreal, and after moving 

to Vancouver in 1939 he worked to acquire all major Lower Mainland sports 

concession rights.  After a few years back in Montreal, he returned to 

Vancouver in 1962 and began looking for new opportunities.  Soon the Langley 

Speedway came along. 

  

Lamoureux’s key investment was the grandstand, from which he sold hotdogs, 

burgers, fries, coffee, and pop during races, and had a system to serve as 

many as possible during the short intermissions.  He also operated a Pit 

concession for drivers, mechanics, and staff, as well as a smaller concession for 

popcorn, cigarettes, and cushion rentals.  It has been estimated that more 

than 500 young people had their first job at the Speedway’s concession.      

 

Many remember enjoying a burger at a race, a 
memory made possible by Eddie Lamoureux.   

Many remember the cushions at the Speedway, and the sore backside you 

would have from the hard benches if you didn’t bring your own.  Lamoureux 

looked into getting cushions to rent, like many stadiums of the time, but 

they would have been too expensive to break even.  When Vancouver’s 

Capilano Stadium closed in the 1970s, Lamoureux and son Martin attended 

the auction of concession equipment, where 1,200 cushions - suitable for 

the Langley Speedway—were being offered as a lot.  Marvin convinced his 

father to start the bidding at $75 and see where it went from there—and 

they won the cushions with the $75 bid, allowing cushions to be available for 

50 cents during the last years of the Speedway.   

 

Lamoureux realized there was money to be made in program advertising 

revenue, but that programs had to appeal to attendees.  He hired employees 

to write articles, and amateur photographers to take photos of the races and 

racers—photos that now make up a large part of the Lamoureux collection at 

the Langley Centennial Museum.  He was soon approached to create 

programs for other race tracks. 

 

One of the features of Lamoureux’s programs was the lucky prize number.  

Each program had a number, and if your number was called over the P.A. 

system during the during the races, you could win one of several prizes.  

 

Lamoureux ran the concession until the track closed at the end of the 1984 
season, when he retired at the age of 74.  He passed away in 1994.  

[Dad’s] concession experience and knowledge 

provided everyone with cushions, programs, 

novelties and food for a picnic - because it really 

was a family picnic atmosphere at the Speedway. 

                      -Marvin Lamoureux 

Program materials, including 

(right) a program from 

1969; (far right, above) a 

Lucky prize number listing 

from a 1969 program; (far 

right, below) someone 

collecting their winnings; 

and (above) the certificate 

filled out for the winner. 

(Above and right) 1970 Speedway Schedule 

Card; (below) card publicizing the program 

advertising rates, ca. 1970. 
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