When does rain garden maintenance
become my responsibility?

Maintaining Your
Rain Garden

Land developers design, build, and maintain rain
gardens until the plants are established. At the
end of this period, the rain garden becomes the
responsibility of the adjacent property owner(s).

Learn more about your rain garden:
For more rain garden resources,
visit tol.ca/raingarden
To learn how rain gardens fit into our
community’s Climate Action Strategy,
visit tol.ca/climateaction

As per Township Bylaw No. 4758, property
owners are responsible for the maintenance
of their road frontage.
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Did you know?

What is a rain garden?

How do I care for my rain garden?

A rain garden is a shallow, gently-sloped channel
filled with topsoil and plants. Rain gardens manage
rainwater runoff in our developed neigbourhoods
while providing many co-benefits.

Rain gardens require some maintenance to
remain attractive and effective. Here are three
quick and easy ways you can maintain your
rain garden:
1. Clear sediment and debris (litter) from stones
and drains, and weed by hand.
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2. Tidy garden edges: mow grass strips, weed
and trim, working from the sides inward
where possible.

Want to go above and beyond
to care for your rain garden?
1. Add mulch to bare soil. It helps retain
moisture in the summer and prevents erosion
during rainstorms.
2. Add one or more new plants. Choose native
plants, drought-resistant plants, and/or plants
that benefit local birds and pollinators.
3. Visit tol.ca/raingarden for more resources
(including a list of recommended plants).

3. Water plants as needed during dry seasons
and top up planted areas with topsoil or
compost as required.

How does it work?
1. Rainwater flows from our roads and other
non-permeable surfaces into the rain garden.

Did you know?
Rain gardens allow 30% more stormwater to
infiltrate into groundwater, replenishing our
drinking water and local streams while decreasing
pressure on our stormwater infrastructure.

Did you know?

2. Layers of rocks, sand, and native plants and
roots filter pollutants from the water.

Rainwater treated by topsoil is cool, clean, and
has nutrients that benefit the wildlife in our local
creeks and streams.

3. Cool, clean water enters the local aquifers.

Call the Township of Langley to
report rain garden concerns, such as:
•
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•
•
•

If the drainage system is blocked,
and you are unable to clear it
Any damage you are unable to repair,
such as a broken culvert
Significant erosion
Spills and pollution that appear to be
harmful or dangerous

The Township will:
Storage and treatment
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•
•
•

Prune street trees
Maintain pipes, culverts, and grate covers
Provide service and repairs to rain gardens
that property owners are unable to perform

tol.ca/raingarden

