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1. Purpose

1.1 To define the scope of the Township of Langley’s (the “Township”) involvement in
applications before the Provincial Liquor & Cannabis Regulation Branch (“LCRB”), of 
which the Township of Langley may receive notice pursuant to the Cannabis Control 
and Licensing Act (the “Act”) and the Cannabis Licensing Regulation (the 
“Regulation”) and to outline the criteria that may be considered by Council as part of 
site-specific rezoning applications for cannabis retail businesses. 

1.2 This policy is intended to guide applicants and Township staff as part of the 
application process but it is not intended to fetter Council’s discretion when dealing 
with individual applications, each of which will be evaluated on its own merits. 

2. Background

2.1 In 2018, the federal government legalized the sale and use of recreational cannabis.
As a result of legalization, new legislation was enacted by the Province in October 
2018. This Policy is in response to applicable legislation. 

3. Related Bylaws

3.1 Zoning Bylaw 1987 No. 2500, Fees and Charges Bylaw 2007 No. 4616, Licencing
Bylaw 2016 No. 5192 and Development Application Procedures Bylaw 2018 Bylaw 
No. 5428 

4. Notice of Cannabis Licence Applications

4.1 The Township will receive notice from LCRB (LCRB referral) of the following
applications pursuant to Section 33(2) of the Act: 

4.1.1 an application for a new cannabis retail store licence 

4.1.2 an application for an amendment to an existing cannabis retail store licence 
for the permanent relocation of the retail store to a new location 

4.2 Concurrent with the LCRB application process, a site-specific rezoning application 
can be submitted to the Township’s Director of Development Services. The site-
specific rezoning application must include the information and records required 
pursuant to Sections 22(1)(c) and (d) of the Act, and the following, where applicable: 
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4.2.1 a complete Development Application Form; 

4.2.2 a state of title certificate or title search which was requested from the Land 
Title Office within the last 30 days; 

4.2.3 application fees in accordance with Schedule 14 of the Fees and Charges 
Bylaw 2007 No. 4616; 

4.2.4 a plan of existing and proposed building floor space; 

4.2.5 a site plan indicating the location and size of all buildings on the lot, parking 
spaces, landscaping, buffering, entrance doorways, loading space, garbage 
containers, driveway aisles and access points; 

4.2.6 a rationale or explanation by the proponent of the character of the proposed 
establishment and the market area and population it is intended to service; 
and 

4.2.7 other details of the proposed establishment as may be required by Council to 
facilitate its review. 

5. Locational Criteria

Site-specific rezoning applications for cannabis retail businesses in the Township will be
considered based on the following locational criteria.

5.1 The location of cannabis retail businesses may only be considered on properties as
identified on Schedule 1: Permitted OCP Land Use Designations. 

5.1.1 Generally, the proposed location for a cannabis retail store should not be 
located within 200 metres of: an existing school; park; recreation centre; or 
another cannabis retail store, including those located in adjacent 
municipalities.  

• Separation distances shall be measured as the crow flies from the centre
point of the main entrance of the cannabis retail store to the nearest
property line.

• Consideration will be given to geographic barriers that separate cannabis
retail stores from sensitive uses (e.g. highway corridor, railway,
watercourse).

5.2 A limit of one (1) cannabis retail store will be considered for approval for each of the 
urban communities in Aldergrove, Brookswood/Fernridge, Fort Langley, Murrayville, 
and Willowbrook. 

5.3 A limit of one (1) cannabis retail store will be considered for approval for each of 
Walnut Grove and Willoughby, except that an additional store may be permitted 
within the 200 Street Interchange Area as deifined in Schedule 1 of the Policy. 
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5.4 Notwithstanding s. 5.1.1, the 200 metre separation distance from schools, parks, and 
recreation centres may be waived in consideration of a retail cannabis store when located 
in Commercial Centres as identified on Schedule 1 of the Policy. 

6. Application and Review Procedure

6.1 The Township will review complete rezoning applications to permit cannabis retail
businesses that meet the locational criteria noted above.  Applications will be 
forwarded to Council for consideration once the application review is complete and 
staff have received the LCRB referral.  Incomplete applications will not be accepted. 

6.2 Notwithstanding s. 6.1, in the event that concurrent site-specific rezoning applications 
are received in one community, preference will be given to stores located in 
Commercial Centres as identified on Schedule 1 of the Policy. 

6.3 Prior to proceeding to First and Second Reading of a site-specific rezoning bylaw, the 
LCRB referral must be received by the Township.   

6.4 Cannabis retail store applications will be referred to the Township’s Fire, Engineering, 
and Permit, Licence and Inspection Services Departments, the R.C.M.P, and other 
relevant outside agencies, to obtain comments in respect of the application. 

6.5 Cannabis retail store applications referred to the Township by the LCRB will receive 
public input through the following methods, or a method considered appropriate by 
the Township: 

6.5.1 Where a LCRB referral is received concurrent with a rezoning application, the 
public hearing will be used for gathering public input. 

6.5.2 Where a LCRB referral is received on a site already zoned for cannabis retail 
(such as an application to relocate an existing licence to the pre-zoned site), 
public input will be gathered through the submission of written comments by 
residents.  Residents will be notified through mail outs and newspaper ads. 

7. Cannabis Retail Store Licence Requirements

Cannabis retail store licence applications must comply with:

7.1 all applicable Township bylaws including, but not limited to the following bylaws as
amended from time to time: 

• Zoning Bylaw 1987 No. 2500;

• Fees and Charges Bylaw 2007 No. 4616;

• Langley Building Bylaw 2008 No. 4642;

• Highway and Traffic Bylaw 2010 No. 4758;

• Fire Prevention Bylaw 2013 No. 4956;

• Licencing Bylaw 2016 No. 5192;

• Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw 2019 No. 5382; and
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• Community Standards Bylaw 2019 No. 5448.

7.2 all applicable Township policies including, but not limited to, Exterior Lighting Impact 
Policy No. 07-156; 

7.3 Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) criteria; 

7.4 Requirements and conditions imposed by Council or the Township in connection with 
each of the following, if applicable: 

• the approval of a zoning or official community plan amendment bylaw;

• the issuance of a development permit, development variance permit, or building
permit; and

• the application review process outlined in this Policy;

7.5 Requirements and conditions imposed by the LCRB pursuant to the Act or the 
Regulation; and 

7.6 Site-specific rezoning to allow cannabis retail sales will be subject to issuance of a 
valid and subsisting cannabis licence for retail sales by the LCRB. 

8. Comments and Recommendations Provided to the LCRB

8.1 Comments provided to the LCRB in respect of a Cannabis Retail Licence application
must be in writing and must include: 

8.1.1 the Township’s views on all of the following matters: 

• the proposed location of the cannabis retail store and compatibility with
surrounding land uses,

• the general impact on the community, and

8.1.2 the views of Township residents on the application and a description of the 
method used to gather those views 

8.2 Recommendations provided to the LCRB in respect of a cannabis retail store licence 
application must specify whether the application should be approved or rejected, and 
must include the reasons on which they are based. 

F.1

F.1 -  Page 19


	RECOMMENDATIONS:
	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
	PURPOSE:
	BACKGROUND/HISTORY:
	DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS:
	The Policy would require applicants to apply for a site-specific rezoning to allow cannabis retail sales. Rezoning applications for cannabis retail sales would require a public hearing, which aligns with the LCRB requirement for Council to consult wit...
	Application and Review Procedure
	Business Licencing Requirements
	Odour and Security Control
	CONCLUSION:
	On October 17, 2018, the federal Cannabis Act and Cannabis Regulations came into effect, legalizing recreational cannabis.  Local governments have authority over zoning and business licensing in relation to cannabis, including charging application fee...




