COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Age Friendly Amenity Areas
This brochure summarizes the Township of Langley’s Age
Friendly Amenity requirements from the Zoning Bylaw.
Amenity requirements are provided in conjunction with other
landscape requirements. For an overview of the landscape
process, please refer to the Landscape Review Process
brochure.
The Age Friendly Amenity requirements in the Zoning Bylaw
are the result of a motion at an April, 2017 Township of
Langley Council meeting.
“...Due to the importance of planning effectively for children
in the new developments ... we need to make community
livable first for children if we want them livable for all…”
A thoughtful design will enhance your development. The
Age Friendly Amenity Area is an integral component of the
overall site design.

Requirements
Each townhouse, manorhome, an apartment or seniors’ housing development with more than 4 dwelling units
shall provide an Age Friendly Amenity Area(s) in accordance with the following*:
a)
a minimum of 8 m2 per townhouse and manorhome dwelling unit;
b)
a minimum of 4 m2 per apartment dwelling unit; and
c)
a minimum of one Age Friendly Amenity Area per seniors’ housing development (minimum area
of 70 m2).
Notwithstanding the above minimum area requirements, each Age Friendly Amenity Area shall:
a)
be a minimum size of 70 m2
b)
be located within the development site, except where site conditions demand an alternate location
and/or equivalent to be provided beyond the development site
c)
be equipped with children’s play components, and may also include components such as various
seating and informal gathering spaces to foster intergenerational interaction, natural play
materials, and garden plots
d)
be barrier free, with materials and equipment that provide a variety of safe and interesting play
and social environments including accessible components for people of all ages and abilities
e)
be located so that sunlight penetration is maximized year-round in outdoor areas
* See Zoning Bylaw No. 2500 Section 111.5 for complete text

Applicants are encouraged to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Incorporate significant trees and existing vegetation into the amenity area
design
Create spaces that foster a sense of community
Develop attractive outdoor social gathering spaces
Promote intergenerational interaction
Encourage multi-seasonal interest and activity
Design and construct durable, safe, and interesting amenity areas

“Children learn as they play.
Most importantly, in play children learn how to learn.”
- O. Fred Donaldson

Component Checklist

Design Considerations

Play opportunities



Provide physical separation
between the play area and
residences. This physical
separation might include
these techniques: a fence, a
change in grade, planting, or
a buffer between uses.



Make the amenity area a
pleasant place for all ages.
Ensure that the amenity
area has exposure to
sunlight, as well as shade.



Include social gathering
opportunities in your site
design such as a BBQ/picnic
area.



In the amenity area design,
incorporate multi-seasonal
interest and activities that
the new residents might
organize as a community,
such as harvest potluck,
trick-or-treating, or
picnicking.



Provide a variety of play
equipment. Different
types of equipment
accommodate different
interests and abilities.



Design with CPTED
considerations in mind.
Design the amenity area for
natural surveillance and
connectedness with the
community.



Create an attractive, durable
and easy to maintain
amenity.

Structured play
 “Manufactured” components
 Exercise equipment
 Safety zones
Natural play components
 Flexible open space
 Vegetation
 Activity stations

Retained trees and
planted trees enhance
the Amenity Area

Residential space is
separated from the
Amenity Area

Social gathering opportunities
 Seating
 Garden plots
 Composting/potting station
 Dog Wash / off-leash area

Associated Landscaping
Soft landscape
 Retained trees
 Trees, shrubs and
groundcover
 Open grass area
 Fruiting and flowering plants
Hard landscape
 Ground surfacing
 Fencing, arbors, and
trellises
 Screens
 Pathways
 Lighting

The edge of the Amenity
Area is defined by
planting and/or fencing

A sense of entry to the
Amenity Area

Community assets, such
as garden plots, are part
of the design

Frequently Asked Questions
Q. What is an outdoor amenity area?
A. Within the Township and in neighbouring
municipalities, outdoor amenity areas are typically
semi-private spaces integrated into multi family
developments which provide opportunities for social
gathering and children’s play.
Q.
A.

What are the Township’s Age Friendly amenity
area requirements?
The specific requirements are contained in the
Zoning Bylaw Section 111. Age Friendly amenity
areas are expected to be pleasant landscaped
spaces incorporating manufactured children’s play
equipment with opportunities for natural play and
social gathering. The Township recommends the use
of resilient safety surfacing that has a long life span
and is easier to maintain. Subsurface drainage of the
play area will allow for the year round use and
increase the play area’s lifespan.

Playing and interacting with
nature is good for everybody.
There are different types of play
activities:
Active Play: Balancing,
Climbing, Sliding, Spinning,
Swinging, Running, Jumping
Passive Play: Collecting,
Sorting, Imagining, Sitting,
Reading, Observing,
Problem Solving, Talking

Q. I’m developing a adult / seniors housing project. Is an Age Friendly Amenity (AFA) area still
required for this site?
A Yes, even for adult oriented housing, opportunities for children’s play need to be provided. Adult
oriented exercise equipment will be considered for amenity areas in seniors multi-family residential
developments.
Q. There will be a public park nearby. Why do I have to provide an AFA area?
A. Multi-family residential development need to provide AFA area. Play areas located closer to home are
more likely to be used, therefore the children will benefit by playing more. The development of a
nearby park might be initiated after the residents of a new neighbourhood move in, or the park may
provide for alternate complimentary play opportunities suitable for suitable for young children.
Q. Where is the AFA located?
A The amenity area is located on private property. The amenity area is identified on the strata plan and is
available for the use of all of residents of the development. Because the AFA is private property,
thoughtful integration into the overall site design is needed.
Q. When does the AFA have to be built?
A Age Friendly Amenity areas are to be available for use by the residents. Construction of AFA may be
phased with construction of phased development.
Q. Who maintains the AFA area?
A The amenity area is located on private property.
It will be the responsibility of the future residents
(the Strata), to maintain a safe and interesting
amenity area.
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